
COMING EVENTS 

Monday 9 August  Board Meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 10 August  TEACHER ONLY DAY - 
NO SCHOOL OR KINDY 

Friday 13 August  Takurua Lantern Festival 

Saturday 14 August  High School Ball 

Monday 16 August  Class 1 Parent Meeting 

Wednesday 18 August  High School Info Evening 

18 - 20 August  Lumino Dental Van    
(High School) 
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TAKURUA FESTIVAL 

FRIDAY 13 AUGUST 6PM 

Food sales from 4.30pm 

This year, the teachers in the Lower 
School have taken the opportunity to 
review our annual festivals.  

Over the years we have come to 
celebrate a number of festivals per term 
and, as each festival is tweaked or 
added to, it has slowly become more arduous for teachers to 
carry and we are finding that our akonga are also slowly losing 
their sense of wonder for, and their level of engagement 
decreasing in, the festivals. 

Festivals are typically celebrated to mark the seasons of the 
year and to lead our tamariki into a feeling relationship with the 
seasons and the events associated with them, through 
appropriate activities, stories, songs and verse. In each of the 
festivals we also strive to present tamariki with a living 
experience of the divine within themselves, the other and the 
world around them. 

As a group, the Lower School teachers are finding that the 
children are experiencing less of the divinity in the underlying 

impulse of each festival and have, over time, become more 
focused on the outer manifestations and associated activities, 
so that the true reason for celebrating our festivals is becoming 
lost. 

It is out of this reflection and awareness that the teachers have 
begun to look at how we mark the festivals, as well as how we 
can return to, or re-engage/ reconnect with the deeper 
underlying impulses. This has also led to our decision to focus 
our attention on one festival per term.  

This term we plan to action our decision in celebrating the 
Takurua (Winter) Festival to be held on Friday, 13 August. Next 
year, it is our intention to change the dates of this festival (and 
others) so that they fall closer to the solstices. 

The Takurua Festival is a synthesis of the 
Matariki, Koru and Lantern Festivals. While each 
of the festivals are celebrated in different ways, 
there is commonality in the impulses underlying 
each one.  

Matariki celebrates the beginning of a new year, and closing 
the one past; a picture of an ending and a beginning. This 
impulse of renewal is also reflected in the Koru festival, where 
we enter the spiral reflecting on the year past and setting new 
intentions for the year ahead. In the Lantern Festival we carry a 
light into the darkness of winter. This light represents the inner 
strength we must find for ourselves; with this light and inner 
strength we are able to face the darkness and challenges in life, 
and can hold on to the hope of enlightenment and brighter 
days to come. 

Next week, we celebrate 
our inaugural Takurua 
Festival by coming 
together as a community 
at 6pm. The children will 
gather in their 
classrooms to light their 
lanterns before 
assembling on the top of 
the stairs outside the 
Lower School building 
(Class 1 – 3), where they 
will share waiata with 
whānau and the 
gathered community.  

TEACHER ONLY DAY 

Tuesday 10 August 

NO SCHOOL OR KINDY 



CLASS 12 INDEPENDENT PROJECTS 2021 

Thursday 2 September and Friday 3 September  
Doors open for the displays at 5:30 pm 

Presentations begin promptly at 7 pm 

Food available for purchase 

Independent Projects are an integral part of the class 12 
programme in most Steiner Schools including Michael Park. 
They allow students to explore a challenging topic of their 
choice about which they are passionate, which they present to 
the community at the end. IPs are commented on in students’ 
testimonials and applications for University accommodation or 
scholarships, and help students with entry into courses or 
employment, as well as giving them skills for their future. 

What sort of Independent Projects have this year’s class 12 
chosen, and why? They have each thought carefully about 
their year’s work as a whole and chosen something that would 
complement their academic studies, enhance their well-being, 
indulge their passion, lead to a possible future career or lead 
them in a new direction. Some of them have known for a long 
time what they were going to do for IP in class 12, and others 
have found their ideas metamorphosing or transforming 
during the year. Sometimes this transformation has meant 
narrowing the focus, and for others expanding their horizon 
but in each case it has been a carefully made decision, both 
pragmatic and inspiring. From an audience point of view, 
coming to the IP displays and presentations will give you a 
fascinating glimpse into this process and its outcome. Their 
topics vary as widely as their processes. Whatever they 
decided on took them on a journey of self-discovery that is just 
now coming to fruition, ready to be shared with you on 
September 2 and 3.  

The static displays will be in the auditorium foyer, and 
available for viewing on both nights with the student available 
to answer questions, while the presentations in the form of 
speeches, film, music, or other audio-visual items will be 
divided half and half between the two evenings, so if you want 
to hear them all, you have to come to both! 

Whatever you decide, look forward to being inspired, moved 
and entertained.  

  

 

HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS  
On Wednesday 18th of August, at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium, 
we are hosting the High School information evening. 

This is particularly aimed at families with Class 6 and 7 
students who wish to look ahead at what our High School 
offers.  

We will speak to our main lesson programme, Independent 

Following the singing, classes will leave, one at a time, carrying 
their lanterns along a dark path through the school and towards 
the spiral. At the spiral, which will be bigger this year, each 
member of the community will have the opportunity to enter it, 
inwardly carrying the reflections of the year past and, at the 
centre, setting intentions for the year to come. We ask for your 
support in creating a reverent mood for the lantern and spiral 
walk, so, as you follow your child’s class, please stay quiet and 
encourage students to remain with their class.  

Once students and parents (who are following behind) have 
walked the spiral, all students will return to their classes for a 
winter story and a star-shaped biscuit, while the adults gather 
around the fires. 

After the story, the tamariki will join their parents at the fires 
where they will be able to enjoy a little treat before leaving for 
home. 

In preparation for the festival teachers will be contacting class 
parents for help with specific tasks and we are also asking all 
whānau to bring in some greenery for the spiral. We ask that 
the greenery be cut into manageable lengths (about 40-50cm, 
the longest) and include foliage with big leaves and flowers. The 
greenery can be left at the side of the soccer field behind the 
gymnasium from Tuesday to Thursday afternoon. 

We look forward to sharing this festival with the whole 
community and invite our High School akonga and their 
whānau to join us for the walk. Class 8 will be preparing and 
selling delicious meals for those of you who wish to arrive a 
little earlier. Meals will be on sale from 4:30pm. 

Happy Takurua Festival 

Arlene Cairns 

(on behalf of the Lower School Teachers) 

 

 

 

TE AO MĀORI 
Save the dates: 
Māori Language Week 13th - 17th September 

Kapa Haka Festival - 17th September, 5.30pm 

Whānau Hui - 1st September 3.15pm with childcare available.  

Recommendations for learning Te Reo Māori 
-Māori made easy Scotty Morrison  
(Book can be purchased online or at      
The Warehouse, or check your library) 

-Free online learning  

 wheako.thinkific.com 

Ngā mihi Mahana  
Andrea 

https://wheako.thinkific.com/


 

 

 

Projects, Play, subject lessons, and how these learning 
experiences emerge from, and engage with, our Steiner-

Waldorf impulse. We provide a presentation, information to 
take home, and will be available to either talk with you after 
the meeting or arrange another time to do so. 

I warmly invite Class 6 and 7 families, and others who wish to 
attend, to this event. Feel free to bring your children.  

High school electives information evening and Parent 
Meetings: Tuesday 24th August  

On Tuesday 24th August we are holding our high school 
electives information evening in the auditorium starting at 6 
p.m. and finishing at 7 p.m.  

Parent Meetings for Class 8-12 follow at 7:10 p.m. These are 
held by kaitiaki in their teaching room. Kaitiaki will supply an 
agenda in due course.  

The electives information evening is a chance for Class 9 
parents to find out about NZCSE (New Zealand Certificate of 
Steiner Education) and the course electives available for next 
year. As Class 10 of 2022, those students will complete their 
Level 1 NZCSE studies.  

It is also a chance for current Class 10 families to find out about 
NCEA (National Certificate of Educational Achievement) and the 
Level 2 electives available. Current Class 11 families may also 
want to attend to learn about NCEA Level 3. We will, however, 
address NCEA Level 2 and 3 in the first Parent Meeting of 2022.  

I will have course elective booklets available at the meeting, 
and I will email soft-copies home afterwards, so everyone will 
have the written material whether present on the night or not. 
From week 5 of this term, we will be working with Class 9, 10, 
and 11 on their electives and the process.  

Ngā mihi 
Adam Driver, High School Deputy Principal  

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Kia ora, we have a room available for a flatmate, 
living with a family of four. The house is warm, sunny 
and right next to Michael Park School. Room with 
modern ensuite, $260 including bills. Short term or 
long term welcome. Please contact Amy Joe 027 257 
2995 

• Family size trampoline for sale. Great bounce! Very 
robust. Good condition. Bought new 5 years ago. Mat 
and springs in excellent condition. Hardly any rust. 
Frame: 3860 x 2460mm. 
Mat: 3120 x 1730mm. 
Springs: 84 x 250 mm.  
Price on negotiation. Call 
Anna-Maria 021 670 908 

• Home Help. Busy family of six looking for help with 
everyday tasks. Wed, Thu & Fri, a couple of hours 
each time. Responsibilities include tasks like picking 
up/putting away items, dishes, folding/putting away 
laundry, vacuuming. May suit someone who could 
come after school drop off or before school pick up 
(we’re located very near school). Ideally we’d love 
someone who has good initiative as to what a busy 
household needs done each day, likes dogs, is self 
sufficient and finds joy in bringing order to a 
space! Please contact Anna if you think this 
opportunity sounds like you. 020 434 9500. 

Contact the editor, Dana Marcroft at fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 150 characters maximum please. Deadline Thursday lunchtime. 

Graphic advertisements to be formatted to fit A6 portrait (¼ page). 
Whole page ads are not accepted for non school-related activities. Ads 

may be published a maximum of twice per term, at the editor’s discretion. 

Who else is enjoying doing their 
knitting while watching the 

Olympic Games? 
 

www.bbc.com/news/uk-58047795 

http://www.fossilbay.co.nz/
mailto:fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-58047795


Friday 30th July Friday 1st October 

Library   1.30 - 2.30pm 170 

http://www.energy-medicine.co.nz/
girlguidingnz.org.nz
http://www.chesspower.co.nz/
mailto:mpslunchbar@hotmail.com

